
 

 

President's Message  1 
Woodturner Shavings 2 
Sam Maloof Trip 3 
Coming Attractions 3 
May Meeting  4 
June Meeting Preview 4 
May Meeting Photos 5 
Webmaster Wisdom 7 
OC Fair News 7 
Freedom Pen Project 8 
Toy Program 9 
May Drawings 9 
Safety Corner 10 
Feature article 11 
Tools for Sale 11 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

9OLUME�� ��� ,SSUE��� � � � � �� ��������- UNE�� �� � �
 

$ / ( 57 ��
  
         We’ve been talking a lot about craftsmanship in these first 
months of the year, but judging by the luke warm response to the 
safety device challenge for the May show and tell table, maybe 
we’re not addressing safety as much as we should, after all one of 
the missions of the OCWA is to promote safety. 
     I have been in the woodworking trade for over thirty-five years, and believe me; 
a table saw could care less how much experience I have.  That’s why it’s so 
important to follow a few simple rules when using woodworking machinery. 

1. Always wear eye protection. 
2. Use your safety devices, such as push sticks, jigs, or clamp down devices to 

avoid getting too close to the cutter or blade. 
3. Never work with woodworking equipment when you are fatigued, or under 

the influence of alcohol, or medication. 
4. Never use a piece of equipment for something other than the purpose for 

which it was intended; i.e. using a skill saw to make wedges. 
     We could add to this li st ad infinitum, but suff ice it to say that woodworking is 
inherently dangerous and we hope that through our continuing efforts to bring you 
the best information possible we can minimize your exposure to any unforeseen 
risk. 
     It won’ t be long now that summer will be upon us, which means that it will be 
COUNTY FAIR TIME! Hot dogs, cotton candy, rides, short shorts, and of course, 
the Fine Art Woodworking Show. It doesn’ t get much better than that, unless you 
are part of the crew manning the OCWA booths at the Fair, then you will be at the 
absolute Zenith of fun, and your admission will be free. You can’ t beat that. 
     Ed Straub will be the commandant of the Big OCWA Booth situated in the 
middle of the Woodworking Show, and Len Musgrave will be championing the ever 
popular Top Turning Booth at the Home and Hobbies building. These two 
gentlemen will be having sign up sheets at the meeting, so for a great time, please 
put your moniker on one of these li sts. You’ ll be glad you did. 
     As of this writing we have not had the Willi am Ng joinery workshop yet, but I 
will give you an accounting of this event in the next Newsletter.  
     Speaking of Newsletters, I want to commend Fred Wilmott on the fine job he is 
doing as the new Newsletter Editor. Maybe flattery will get Fred to use a picture of 
the Ol’ Prez without the extra chin.  (Editor’s Note: See new photo. I tried, but even 
Photoshop has limits) 
     The June Show and Tell challenge will be about the details that can make or 
break a showpiece. For our July S&T table the format will be open, and as usual 
there will be gift certificates awarded for first and second place. 
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Everyone I spoke to seemed to have a good time at this month’s 
meeting. A littl e comedy relief is good for the soul, or so I’m told. 
You were all good natured and not once did anyone throw anything at 
me while I struggled to turn a natural edge bowl with a too-large 
lump of very dry ash.  About all that can be said is, “No animals were 
injured or kill ed in the filming of this event” .  
 
 
I was quite taken with the number of questions I was 
asked about tool shape, angles and sharpening. I will 
attempt to set up a workshop on sharpening in the 
near future. Stay tuned for the time, place and other 
details.   
 

 
Next month, we’ ll have a change of pace. Ralph 
Alder has agreed to show us the intricacies of the carved finials that grace the tops of 
his boxes. It promises to be a great evening for those of you who aren’ t at Provo.  
 

 
The challenge for next month will be natural edge bowls. I set the bar pretty low, so show me how it’s done. 
The raff le seemed to go over well , so I’ ll be continuing it in future months. 

 
 
This month also saw the return of our good friend, Dick Sing. For those of 
you who attended Dick’s demo, I think everyone had a great time. His 
down to earth style and great explanations coupled with the artistry of his 
turnings gave everyone in attendance something they could take to the shop 
immediately and improve their work.  
 
 
At the risk of sounding like a broken record, we are once again indebted to 
Joe Lomax who provided lunch for all of us. I hope that Austin 

Hardwoods is your first choice when you need woodworking supplies. It’s the only way we can pay Joe back 
for all of the help he gives us. If you see him in the store, be sure to stop him and just say “Thanks” .  
 
 
Finances for professional demos are getting diff icult. As a result, I’m reluctantly forced to raise prices for future 
demos to $30 for members and $35 for non-members. The new pricing goes into effect starting with the Ar t 
L iestman demo scheduled for August 12th.  Based on the informal poll at the meeting, I will t ry to plan for 
three to four professional demonstrators for next year. If you have ideas on whom you would like to see, let me 
know. Absent any input, I’ ll try to find the best people I can. 
 
Remember our meetings now start at 6:30.  
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Saturday, June 24th 
Tour of Sam Maloof’ s Home and Shop 

Sam Maloof is America's most widely admired contemporary furniture 
craftsman.   Entirely self-taught, he is one of only a handful of furniture 
designer-craftsmen to make his li velihood through working full time with 
his hands.  A Maloof rocker was the first work by a li ving craftsman ever 
included in the White House collection of American furniture and has been 
exhibited at the Vatican Museum. Maloof's sculptured cradles, chests, 
bureaus and settees also grace the permanent collections of many of the 
worlds major museums, including, the 
Smithsonian Institution, the New York 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Los 
Angeles County Art Museum, Boston's 
Museum of Fine Arts and the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art.   

This month members of the OCWA will have a unique opportunity to meet 
Sam Maloof and tour the amazing home and workshop of this “American treasure”.  The cost is $30 per 
person, which includes $5 per head for gas for those members that will be using their cars for carpooling.  
Please mail your check, made out to OCWA, to Jim Steinmetz @ 6842 Loyola Dr. Huntington Beach 92647.  
We will be leaving from the Tustin Senior Citizen Center.  Be there by 8 A.M., we’ ll be leaving as soon as our 
car pooling is organized.  BE SURE TO BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH!  There is a picnic area so we can all 
eat together.  If you have any questions contact Jim Steinmetz right away at  (714) 842-8793. 

 
 
 

Coming in August - Ar t L iestman 
Art L iestman lives in Coquitlam, BC, Canada. His 
background in computing, mathematics, and music 
provide him with diverse and unusual inspirations 
for his explorations in turned wood art.  Over the 
past 5 years, he has switched his woodworking focus 
from making experimental musical instruments to 
making turned wood objects.  In addition to making 
functional items and small decorative pieces, he is 
pursuing more artistic work such as his series of 
puzzling ill usion vessels.  His work reflects a playful 
attitude with references to pattern and repetition, 
positive and negative spaces, reality and ill usion. 

Plan on being there on Saturday, August 12th , 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, for an informative and entertaining 
demonstration.  This is one you won’ t want to miss.  See Art Fitzpatr ick for information and reservations. 
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Demonstrations Time Date Cost Location 
Art Liestman Saturday 9 AM-4 PM 12-Aug-06 $30 Members 

$35 Non-Members 
Tustin Senior Center 

  
 

Events Location Dates 

Cali fornia Contours San Luis Obispo Art Center 
1010 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo, CA. 

May 12 - June 25, 
2006 

Utah Woodturning Symposium Brigham Young University 
Provo, UT June 15-17, 2006 

20th Annual National AAW Symposium Louisvill e, KY June 22-24, 2006 
Tour of the  

Maloof Historic Residence 
Sam and Alfreda Maloof Foundation for Arts 

and Crafts, Alta Loma, CA 
June 24, 2006 

Orange County Fair Costa Mesa Fairgrounds July 7-30, 2006 
OCWA Picnic Mile Square Park, Fountain Valley August 19, 2006 

OCWA Christmas Party Tustin Senior Center December 8, 2006 
  
 

 
 

 
Last month we were pleased to have Car l Stammerjohn as our 
guest for the 2006 Distinguished Speaker Series.  Much of the 
finest furniture ever built was made using veneers, and Carl gave 
us an informative overview of multiple techniques of applying burl and burrs, 
crotch, flitch-cut and rotary-cut veneers to a variety of substrates. 
 
You can see Carl’s work at www.stammerjohn.com or better yet, sign up for his 
veneering class at Cerritos College. 
 

  
 

 

 
FIFTH IN THE DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES FOR 
2006 . . . brings to Orange County Woodworkers the head of the 
Woodworking Department at Cerritos College, Mike Jones.  
Our club is in for another treat. 
 

Is your wife saying, “What I really want is a new top for our sink, a 
replacement top for the downstairs bathroom and a new fireplace.”? 
Gentlemen and ladies, for June, we will have THE MAN!  Mike will help 
make you that hero your wife has wanted!  Solid Sur face is the June topic.  

Solid surface is easier than it would seem!  All those same woodworking tools have a place in solid surface 
projects.   Remember . . . come early and bring your wife. 
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One of the most popular requests for our website has been that members be able to post 
pictures, documents, videos and other files to the website for other members to access.   
We now have this feature available to all members of the OCWA.  It is called the File Vault.  
  

To access the File Vault, go to our website at http://www.ocwoodworkers.com and under the Member tools 
menu click the File Vault option.  Note: You must be logged on to the site and be a member to access this 
option.  Once you are on the File Vault page, you can navigate the files we have added to the vault by scrolli ng 
up and down or using the first page/previous page/next page links. You can also perform a search by selecting a 
category, selecting what user uploaded the file and/or typing in a keyword to search for and then clicking the 
search button.   
 

You can add files to the vault by clicking the Add New File link under the category search box.  Adding a file is 
simple and easy.  Simply select the file you want to upload from your machine by clicking the "Browse..." 
button and selecting the appropriate file, select a category to put the file in, enter a description of the file and 
click Save/Upload.  Then just wait for the file to finish uploading (This can take a while depending on how big 
the file is, and how fast your internet connection is).  
  

Feel free to add any woodworking or club related files to the vault. The more files we have, the more useful it 
will be.  Even if you do not have anything to add, please check out the File Vault as we have already added 
many pictures and documents for your perusal.  
  

As always, please contact me if you have any problems or questions regarding the website or simply throw 
something at me at the next meeting to get my attention...preferably wadded up hundred dollar bill s.  
  
  
 

 

You better hurr y!!!   
Only a few free tickets are left!  

One hundred and two of the available time slots for the booth have been 
spoken for.  The remaining slots are available and can be reviewed on 
the signup sheet at the meetings during June.  If you can’ t be at these meetings and 
would like to reserve a slot call me at (714) 536-4568 and you will be added.  Those 
who signup for five days or more will be issued “Exhibitor” picture badges and parking 

pass.  These badges allow access to the Fair every day, not just when you are to be in the booth.   For fewer time 
slots, members will be issued General Admission tickets and parking tickets for each day they are in the booth.  
The booth will be occupied Tuesday thru Friday from Noon to 9:00 PM and Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 
AM to 9:00 PM.   

������������������������2RANGE�&OUNTY�)AIR�1EWS������������������������������������������( D�6TRAUB�
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May 20th was an all day FREEDOM PEN 
TURNATHON at Rocker as part of ARMED FORCES 
DAY.  It was a very nice day with people coming and 
going and becoming involved in making special pens 
for our men and women serving in the Middle East.  I think we completed nearly 50 pens.   
 
For those of you who didn’ t know, Guy who is the manager of the Rockler store, was in the 
hospital so wasn’ t able to be there for the event.  Guy is back to work and getting better each day.  Get well 
soon!  Everything went off as planned with the event running smoothly with Chuck and Peggy keeping 
everything moving easily though out the day.  GOOD JOB!  Thanks to Jim Anderson I took my Marine helmet 
along and was able to receive a few donations and then put the helmet on my head for a quick picture.   
 
One of the hi-lights of the day was a seven-year-old boy named Tyler who made his first pen with the help of 
Bill Rogers and this littl e guy was really serious and did an excellent job!   
 
Here is the email from his father thanking us for taking the time to teach his littl e boy how to turn a pen.  
 
Hi Ruthe, 
Thank you so much for sharing your time this weekend with me and my son Tyler. I 
know Tyler was pretty quiet around you and Bill but after we left the store he just 
couldn't stop talking about the experience. He carried that pen around for the rest of 
the day and placed it right by his bed as he went to sleep. So it was a pretty big deal 
for a 7 year old.   Thank you so much and if you could pass my thanks on to Bill I 
would appreciate it. Best of luck with you’re Freedom Pen making quest. It's such a 
heart felt project.  
 Mark Conger 
 
Thanks to the generosity of my good friends from the OCWA, I was able to purchase another 300 pen kits and 
will have plenty kits available at our next meeting.  FREEDOM IS NOT FREE!!!   Thank you all for caring!!!  . 
 
Here is the list of Pen Turners:  (Please let me know if there are any omissions or corrections) 

Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens 
Alder, Ralph 40  Garrett, Larry 175  Plummer, George 50 
Aut, Warren E. 10  Gerbers, Karen & Larry  30  Rogers, Bill -LHS 39 
Bradford, Brad 36  Gibbs, Bob 480  Rogers, Les- Pen King 820 
Burt, Doug 130  Gil roy, Ross 20  Sanders, Rip 240 
Colli ns, Chuck 10  Hassig, Randall  40  Smet, Ed 30 
Conley, Tom 10  Hefron, Matt 10  Steinmetz, Jim 10 
Crowther, Ralph 10  Ingram, Ruthe – Pen Queen  605  Stauber, Kevin 10 
Dan(dan@micndan.com) 19  Lewellyn, Bruce 110  Straub, Ed 60 
Daniels, Jim 30  MacPherson, Andy 10  Tatham, Jack 15 
Davis, Neale 1  Morse, Gary 20  Tavianini, Armond 30 
Fabreque, Lou 50  O’Brian, Kevin 40  Wilmott, Fred 40 
Fleischer, Aaron 9  Paley, Denise 20  Whiton, Bob 70 
Fair Volunteers-2005 217  Papemdeck, Jill  20  Wonder, Steve 10 

������)REEDOM�3EN�3ROJECT���������������������������������������5UTHE�,NGRAM��

Nationwide count:      54,377 
OCWA Woodturners: 3,565 
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Here is the most recent email from a recipient of one of our special pens:   

 
Thanks Ruthe Ingram, I have been writing with this fine pen that you sent.  Excellent 
craftsmanship.  I will keep this pen and hope to pass it down to my grandson.  Thank you ALL 
for your support of our service members.  I am an Army Reserve soldier here in Kuwait.  It not 
that bad here as we are fairly safe unlike being in Iraq or Afghanistan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The monthly workshop was held Saturday May 6th in Tom Polhamus’  shop.  It was a very 
productive session and I want to thank each of the members who participated. As always, we 
appreciate Tom hosting our monthly get-togethers.  If any of you would like to host a 
workshop on a weekend morning, give me a call and we will work out the details.     
 

Our monthly workshops have been very productive but, if we are to meet our goal for toys this year, we are 
going to have to be cooperative and creative.  Making toys is the easy part; committing to contribute time and 
personal resources is a littl e harder.  So, in order to get some momentum going, we are going to introduce an 
incentive program for toy makers and prospective toy makers.  The details are still being hashed out, but it 
involves gift certificates (always a good thing!) to your local woodworker supply stores. Incentives will be 
distributed at our November meeting and as always we’ ll have some fun with it. 
 

The next workshop is scheduled at Tom’s shop between 8:00 AM and noon on Saturday June 3rd.  See you there 
 

   
 

Drawing 
proceeds:           
$208.00 
  
 
Harold Hardy was the lucky 
50/50 winner of $70.00.  
Congratulations Harold!!!  
 
 
Bruce Gleason won the Silent 
Auction for the WORKBENCH 
Magazines for $25.00 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL T HE LUCKY WINNERS AND THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO 
SUPPORTS OUR FUND RAISERS. 

LUCKY WINNERS of May Drawing 
Sheff ield Swan Neck Beaver Hollowing Tool $159.00 Dave Brown 
Drill Doctor Drill Bit Sharpener  $45.00 Fred Wilmott 
Deft Polyurethane Glass Finish Bruce Gleason 
Minwax Stain ‘Colonial Maple’    Gary Morse 
Grinding Wheel   Carol Schott 
Veneer Package   Jim Steinmetz 
Handyman Magazines   Chester Maharaj 
Fine Woodworking Magazine ‘Annual Issue’  Bill Roger 
Gift Certificate ‘Austin Hardwoods’   $10.00  David Earnest 
Gift Certificate ‘Rockler’   $10.00  Jim Beach 
Book:  Weekend Woodworker Earl Horstman 

7OY�6TORY�������������������������������������������������������������������������������- IM�%ALESTRERI����
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Simple Safety Ideas for Every Wood Shop 
 
Tie Back Long Hair . 
 Not only does long hair make it diff icult to see when leaning forward, hair can easily be wrapped up in moving 
machinery parts. It only takes a second for hair to be caught and wrapped up.  It's also much easier to use both 
hands for controlli ng your wood project when you don't have to brush hair out of your eyes.  
 
Dress the Part. Loose clothing and dangling jewelry have no place in the wood shop.  You should dress 
comfortably, but wear clothes that fit close to your body so that your clothes don't get wrapped up in machinery 
or otherwise get in your way. Many woodworkers remove all j ewelry, including wedding rings, before starting a 
project, because rings and other jewelry can be caught in machinery, cut or scraped by sandpaper and saws, bent 
by hammers or clamps and stained by wood finishes.  
 
Safety Glasses. Many woodworkers complain about wearing safety glasses in the wood shop, but anyone who 
has ever ended up with an eyeful of wood shavings knows safety glasses are well worth the effort. Not only do 
safety glasses protect your eyes from minor irritants li ke dust and shavings, they keep larger hazards out, too. 
Kicked-back boards, popping nails and wood finishes also could harm your eyes if safety glasses aren't used.  
 
Clean Up Dust and Chemicals. Wood dust and shavings are a fire hazard when they are allowed to pile up. 
You don't need a fancy dust control system to keep wood dust in check. A shop vac or old-fashioned broom and 
dustpan can safely move wood debris off machines and away from the wood shop floor. Wood shavings are 
also slippery on some floors, which could cause a fall . Glues, wood finishes and chemical-soaked rags also can 
be a fire hazard or slip risk. Cleaning up chemical spill s not only makes the shop look nicer; it reduces the 
chance that your wood will be marred by landing on a pool of wood stain. 
 
 

WEAR YOUR FACE SHIELD 
  
A friend of Aaron Fleischer sent him this picture. He said he touched the 
gouge to it and it exploded and ricocheted off his face shield. It happened 
so fast he didn't even know what happened at first. 
 
So wear your face shield!!  
 
 
 

 

- UNE�6AFETY�7IPS���������������������������������������������������������������������������������( DITOR�
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You may have noticed in woodworking magazines and online forums that there is a tendency 
for projects to be sanded to seemingly absurd grits. Going up to 1000 and 1200 grits seems to 
be common. Back in the good old days (that would be 7th grade woodshop) if we wanted a 
good finish we sanded to 320, a great finish was going to 400, and it was only a showoff that went to 600. 
 
If 400 grit was good enough back then, what is the problem today? Well , most of the 400 grit sandpaper you 
buy today isn't the same as it was back then. The industry is slowly converting from the U.S. CAMI standard 
(Coated Abrasives Manufacturer's Institute) to the European FEPA standard (Federation of European Producers 
of Abrasives) which measures sandpaper grits differently. The FEPA standard (identified by a ”P” before the 
grit number) results in a slightly coarser sandpaper but with a more uniform particle size.  
 
A major problem is that not all of the sandpaper manufactured to the new standard is marked with a "P" prefix 
even it may have been manufactured to the FEPA grit standard. If you see "P400" on the back it is definitely the 
new stuff . If you see only "400" it may or may not be the old stuff you are familiar with. 
 

What's the difference? Up to 220 grit, pretty 
much none. This chart shows you the difference 
above 220 grit. 
 

In a nutshell , to sand to the equivalent 
smoothness of "old 600" you would have to go 
to P1200. If you have a mix and match 
collection of sandpaper (which is how this issue 
got driven home to me) note that moving from 
"old 400" to P600 is going backwards! Given 
the inconsistent marking practices it would be 
worthwhile to go through your boxes and 
compare sheets side by side to see that the 
sequence of grits you are using makes sense. You could easily be sanding twice at one grit and passing over the 
next. If something seems out of order in the finer grits, it probably is. Trust your senses on this one.  
 
 

 
CONTRACTOR SAWS   $250 each 

Two 10" contractor saws, one Delta, one Craftsman.   
Both have upgraded aftermarket fences and are in good condition.  
Both are surplus after upgrading to cabinet saws.   
Contact David Wade at 714-771-3248 (home) or 714-801-5517 (cell )

FEPA  
(European) 

CAMI  
(U.S.) 

Approximate 
Particle Size 
In Microns 

FEPA  
(European) 

CAMI  
(U.S.) 

Approximate 
Particle Size 
In Microns 

 220 66 P500  30 
P240  59  360 29 

 240 54 P600  26 
P280  53  400 24 
P320  46 P800  22 

 280 44  500 20 
P360  41 P1000  18 

 320 36  600 16 
P400  35 P1200  15 
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PO Box 1038 
Fullerton, CA 92836-8038 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHERE? 
 

TUSTIN SENIOR CENTER 
200 So. C Street 
Tustin, CA 92680 

 
WHEN? 

 

WOODWORKERS MEETING 
Thursday    June 1st  7:00 pm 

 
WOODTURNERS MEETING 
Thursday   June 15th   6:30 pm 

 
BOARD MEETING 

Thursday   June 1st  6:00 pm 

Sawdust and 
Shavings 

 
Monthly Newsletter of 

the 
Orange County 
Woodworkers 
Association 

 

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWOODWORKERS.COM  

Friends of OCWA   Support Our Sponsors 
 

Anderson International 
Trading 

(800) 454-6270 
Deft , Inc Lagun a Tools 

Rock ler Wood working & 
Hardwood s 

(714) 282-1157 

Austin Hardwood & Hardware 
(714) 953-4000 

Forrest Blades 
Reel Lumber Service  

(714) 632-1988 
Skil -Bosch Power Tools 

Craft Supp lies, USA 
Indu strial Blade & 

Produ cts Co. 
Renaissance Door & 

Windo w 
Wood craft Supp ly 

(714) 899-1422 

 

The OCWA Newsletter is 
sent out on the Saturday 
before the Woodworkers 
meeting … at the latest.   
 
Any ar ticles you wish to 
submit must be in my 
hands no later than the 
Tuesday before that date. 

Editor  
wilmott@cox.net 


