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     Fall is upon us, and that can mean only one thing. IT’S 
AUCTION TIME! This will be our Fourth Annual OCWA 
Fund Raising Auction to help our fantastic Christmas Toy 
Program brighten up the lives of the less fortunate children of 
Orange County. 
     We are so proud of the men and women of the Toy Program, and our Auction 
is the way that we show our support for them, and in doing so, it let’s all of us be 
a part of a great effort to help those less fortunate than ourselves. It is through 
giving that we truly receive. 
     All we ask of you is to donate tools, hand made artifacts, edibles (cookies, 
pies, cakes, etc.), wood, machines, the kitchen sink, well, maybe not the kitchen 
sink, but I think you get the idea. Then, you can come on down, and buy all this 
stuff back. Sounds like a lot of fun to me. 
      Our Master of Ceremonies/Auctioneer will be none other than that golden 
throated, handsome, dapper, well heeled, congenial, stop me anytime now, man 
about town, Mr. Craig Chambers. 
      To watch this man work is a wonder to behold. I think he can get blood from 
a stone, or is it a turnip. Oh, heck I can’t remember, but he is quite efficient at 
getting your money, and making it a lot of fun in the process. So, bring your 
check books, or spending loot, and come spend the night with us having a great 
time, and helping someone else in the process. 
     We will be opening the doors at 5:00 P.M. to process all of the donations, so 
please come early, so we can get it all handled before the start of the meeting. 
We could also use some help bringing in all these heirlooms, so if you’re strong 
of back, and mind please lend us a hand. We would really appreciate it. 
 

     We will be having our Annual Christmas Party on December 8th, 2006, but 
we need you to get your RSVP in by the October meeting. All you have to do is 
go to the ocwoodworker.com web site, log in, and click the Christmas Party 
RSVP file, and you will be registered for two for the party. It can’t get much 
easier than that, and for those of you who aren’t connected to a computer you 
can send an RSVP via snail mail to our Fullerton Post Office Box. The address 
is on page 11 of this newsletter. We will also have a sign up sheet at the Turners 
meeting, and at the October meeting. Please don’t forget, because you will need 
a reservation to attend the party.  
     I think we’ve really had a great year so far, and I would like to see us finish it 
off with a lot of gusto, so let’s rally around our Christmas Toy Committee, and 
finish the year off with a wang dang doodle of a Christmas party. I’ll see you at 
the Auction.  
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We were once again pleased to welcome Bill Haskell as this month’s 
featured turner. We are all quite familiar with Bill’s exceptional artistic 
work and many of you know him as a member of the Board of 
Directors for the AAW. He kind of changed pace on all of us this 
month will a demonstration of turned baby rattles. Using a very simple 
jig, he was able to precisely locate the blank on the lathe and hollow the ball section in 
the two halves of the rattle.  After completing the hollowing, the halves are glued 
together and finish turned between centers. If anyone is planning to make baby rattles, 
they should be aware of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Division of "Requirements 
for Rattles, 15 C.F.R. Part 1510". The web reference can be found at: 
http://www.cpsc.gov/BUSINFO/regsumrattle.pdf. Essentially, if any part of a rattle can 

fit into a cavity with a diameter of 1.68 in and a depth of 1.18 in it is considered dangerous. Well, get ready; 
next month’s challenge is a baby rattle. Go on make your grandchildren proud! 
 
 

 

 
Next month’s demonstration will be slightly off center. Dick Foreman is going to do a 
demo of multi-center turning. This is one of the areas of woodturning experimentation 
that I really enjoy. So mark the date on your calendar. Hopefully Dick is all rested up 
from the Open House in September. Did you all make to see Dick’s shop and enjoy the 
hospitality of the Forman household?  

 
 

 
Here is update of some of the woodturning activities coming up between now and the end of the year: 

 
Mickael Hosaluk Demonstration: Glendale Woodturners Guild will be presenting Michael Hosaluk in an all 
day demonstration Saturday, November 4th, 2006 at the Crescenta Valley Regional Park Recreation Center. 
The demonstration will start at 9:00am and end about 4:30pm. Michael is an internationally recognized 
woodturner & demonstrator. He will be teaching offset spindle work, bending, bowl turning, and surface design. 
Lunch will be provided for those pre-registered. Cost is $25.00 and the fee will be collected at the door. For 
additional information or to register please contact Carey Caires (818) 760-2210. 
 

 

 
Many of you have received your fall issue of the American Woodturner. In this issue, 
there is a letter describing how to renew you AAW membership on-line as well as an 
election ballot for the AAW Board of Directors. This is really a poorly disguised plug for 
the American Association of Woodturners. For a mere $40 you can belong to the largest 
woodturning organization in the world, receive what is arguably the finest magazine on 
woodturning in existence and can avail yourselves of the other benefits of membership 
such as insurance, grants and scholarships. Please consider joining this great organization. 
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Annual Woodturning Contest:  
 

We will hold our annual woodturning contest during next month’s meeting. The rules of the 
contest are listed below. If you haven’t started on your entry yet, what’s holding you up? The 
judges for this year’s contest will be James Santhon and yours truly. 

 

Wood Turning Contest Rules 
 
1. Entries will be accepted in 2 classes 

• Master Class – experienced turners who 
have demonstrated "for sale" quality 
work, have sold work, or won prizes in 
turning contests. 

• Novice Class – beginning and 
intermediate turners who do not meet the 
Master Class definition. 

2. All entries must be lathe-turned objects; they 
may be embellished with carving, inlay, or 
other decoration. 

3. Entries shall not have been entered in to any 
other contest in any venue. 

4. Judging will be done by an independent 
panel, which will evaluate: 

• Quality of work 

• Design and originality    

• Use of the material 

• Other factors the judges see fit to 
consider. 

5. The judges' decisions will be final. 
6. Prizes in each class are a combination of 

cash and gift certificates in the amount of: 

• First prize – $75 

• Second prize –  $50 

• Third prize – $25 

• The judges may award additional 
honorable mention certificates 

7. Wining entries should be made available to 
be displayed at club displays and activities 
for the following 12 months.  

8. Entrants must be members of OCWA. 
9. A member may submit up to 3 entries but 

may only receive 1 prize.
 

Remember Turners  meetings now start at 6:30.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The September work party was held at Bill Rogers and we had a very good turnout 
with three new club members joining our toy program.  Welcome to Mickey Chambers, Bob Perkins and Dan 
Herringer.   

As you know, the time is drawing near to conclude our production of toys for this year.  The toy 
committee has set the date of November 15th to turn in all the wonderful toys you made.  That way we will have 
time to inventory and set up distribution. 

The October work shop will be held at Tom and Bill’s shops.  We will be finishing phones and hearts.  
See you there.   
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This is the third in a series of articles introducing the members of the OCWA who are known 
as the Toy Makers.  This month we interviewed toy makers Burt Underwood, and Roger 
Balli ng. 

 

Burt Underwood 
 

Burt was born in Los Angeles and spent his growing up years in 
Hollywood.  In 1960, he moved to Orange County to start a job in 
Technical Advertising Sales for electronic components, 
representing an electronics magazine that many of you are familiar 
with:  Electronic Design.  In the 80s, Burt took a job in Boston as 
publisher of Electronics Test, which required him to travel 
frequently all around the country.  He came back to Cali fornia in 
1987 to settle down.  He belonged to the Woodworker’s Club in 
Santa Ana.  At that time, the OCWA and the Woodturners were 
meeting there.  He met Art Fitzpatrick, a teacher there, who told  
him about the OCWA, so started coming to the meetings.   

Burt has always enjoyed 
working with wood, and 
got started building 
furniture for a condo in 
Mammoth with his 
Shopsmith while li ving 
in Orange County.  His 
involvement with the 
Toy Program goes back 
to the times when the 
Race Cars were built from construction grade cutoffs, so he watched 
the program grow.  He has helped make the blanks for tops for the 
OC Fair a few years ago, as well as participating in the Toy 
Workshops for many years.  He has built many boats and the standard 
racecars.  Currently, he is making two types of helicopters for the Toy 
Program.              
Burt builds his toys in a two car garage, also shared by two cars, so 
everything in his shop is mobile and must always be put away when 
not being used. 
Burt continues to make toys for the Toy Program because he enjoys 
the work parties and it keeps him busy.  He also gets a lot of help in 
his woodworking from an 18-year-old grandson; and with other grand 
children around, there is always someone who needs something made 
out of wood.  Burt has made numerous toy boxes and of course, 
rocking horses. 
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