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        For those of you entering pieces in the Fine Art 
Woodworking Show at the Orange County Fair, the date that 
entry forms and photos are due is May 23, 2007. 
      Every year there is some confusion about being notified by 
the Fair as to whether your piece has been accepted, or not. The 
Fair will only notify you if your piece has not been accepted, so don’t call me 
from Oceanside at 5:30 p.m. the day of delivery, and argue with me whether or 
not the Fair was supposed to notify entrants of acceptance as one entrant did one 
year. As I told that gentleman, instead of arguing with me, you have an hour and 

a half to get to Costa Mesa, so you better get hot footing. He promptly hung up 
on me, and I’m assuming that he made it to the Fair Grounds on time, and that 
his piece probably took first place …or not. Anyway, please remember that the 
Fair will only notify you of non-acceptance, and if you need any other 
information on the Orange County Fair, please visit their web site 
www.ocfair.com. 
 

     Every year prior to the Fine Art Woodworking Show at the Orange County 
Fair I try to remind all of you Artisans out there about finishing touches for your 
pieces, and this year won’t be any different. 
    The following phrase should be stricken from your lexicon immediately, 
“Well, no one will see the bottom”. The judges will, and they’ll see the inside 
too. They’ll see the stop blocks you use for your drawers, so remember what 
you’re mom told you about having clean drawers. The judges will see everything 
from battens to screw heads, from nicks and cracks to blemishes and fisheyes, so 
for Pete’s sake treat everything on your piece as if it were the focal point of your 
project. Another thing, don’t shortchange your project on material, and 
hardware. Use the best, because that is what your piece is supposed to be, the 
best. 
      Have I left anything out? Oh yeah, best of luck to all of you. 
 

     On a different subject, I am happy to announce that our search for a new 
Newsletter Editor is over. My begging finally paid off.  I would like to welcome 
Mr. Don Scott to the helm of the OCWA Newsletter, Sawdust and Shavings. 
I would also like to thank Mr. Fred Wilmott for the fine job he has done with 
the Newsletter. Fred has promised to be of assistance to Don in the transition 
period before Fred and his wife take to the highways and byways of this great 
land. It was a good ride Fred. All the best to you and your wife in your travels, 
and may the wind always be at your back. 
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Ross Gilroy will be demonstrating his hidden silhouettes at the May 
17th meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Challenge winner in April was Ralph Alder for his 
beautiful hollowed out bowl.  This small-lidded bowl was 
turned from Ohia, a common wood in Hawaii, and was finished 
in oil.  It was inspired by the Bob Rosand demonstration with 
beads from top to bottom.  Jim Anderson performed the 
judging of the pieces.  Quite a few hollowed out turnings were 
entered; it is good to see the gain in participation. 
   
 
 
Show and tell has also gained in entrants.  Pieces from very small earrings to a large 3-foot turned post, with 
several pieces in between were displayed.  They included bowls, jigs, and Denise Paley’s husband’s shredded 
sweatshirt.  It seems she got too chummy with the grinder. 
 
An Open Shop Tour will be held at Al Whitcomb’s on May 19th.  Al seems to be a busy man; furniture builder, 
turner, pen maker, and now he will have to stop and sweep up to make room for coffee and donuts.  See you 
there for an interesting and fun time. 
 
A tool sharpening class, hands-on, will be held at David Wade’s shop in the near future. This get-together is 
due to popular demand.  So plan on gathering your turning tools and see how the master sharpener can fix you 
up. 
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James Santhon performed the demonstration to 
the club members in April.  He took a 12-inch 
diameter by two inch thick Quilted Maple blank 
and turned it into a beautifully completed platter in 
75 minutes.  You will get a chance to bid on this 
signed platter, with a DVD of his demonstration, at 
the October auction.   So, now that you know how 
to turn a platter, bring yours to the May Challenge! 
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At the March 1st Board of Directors Meeting we held a discussion on ways to improve participation in the 
Orange County Fair.  Last year there were fewer pieces than previous years.  Ed Straub has developed four 
new posters to be placed in businesses around the county to bring more awareness.  The club also advertises in 
several magazines and attempts to get newspaper coverage.  Prize monies were discussed and whether or not 
that induces entrants.  San Diego Fair’s first prize is $200 compared to Orange County’s $75 which seems to be 
a large span. Since San Diego draws participants from around the world, it seems that prize money might make 
a difference. My understanding is that the State determines the prize monies, but we had no understanding of 
the criteria.  I will attempt to find out and report on this later. There was no consensus of opinion whether 
Industry Awards make a difference in inducing participation.  More display cabinets (probably a budget 
problem) and better placement of the cabinets and furniture displays was also brought up.  The management of 
the Orange County Fair is planning to build up to a world-class wood show so our support is important.  In 
summation though, it is quite exciting for you, your family and friends to proclaim that they saw your work at 
the fair.  In addition, if you are inclined to sell, it’s a good place to start.  So please, consider joining in and reap 
the rewards. 
 

Please feel free to E-mail (gramm789@aol.com) or phone (714-637-6175) me anytime. 
 

Remember Woodturners meetings start at 6:30.   
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events Location Dates 

Al Whitcomb’s Open Shop 

14402 Elmhurst Circle 
Huntington Beach 

May 19th 

Pomona Woodworking Show 
Fairplex,  Building 4 

1101 W. McKinley Ave.  
Pomona, CA 91768 

May 4 - 6 

Hands on Tool Sharpening Clinic David Wade’s Shop TBA 

Demonstrations Host Date Cost Location 

El Camino 
Symposium 

El Camino 
Woodturners Guild 

Sunday  
August 5th  

To Be Announced To Be Announced 

Mike Jackofsky 
Demonstration 

OCWA 
Saturday 

September 15th 
To Be Announced Tustin Senior Center 
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The March 3rd work party was held at Roger Balling’s place.  This time the weather was 
great and our productivity was a total success.  Thanks to all that participated. 
 

I can’t tell you how much the organizations, five in all, appreciate our toys.  As chairman, I 
have received letters of thanks and pictures of the children with great big smiles on their 
faces.  That’s what this is all about.  Thank you Toymakers. 
 
I brought the book of pictures and letters to the last OCWA meeting and I hope you all took time to look 
through it and see what the program means to the children.  
 
The April 14th work party was held at Tom Polhamus’ and Bill Rogers’ place.  The weather again was 
fantastic and we had a good productive day.   
 
Our next work party will be at Bill Rogers’ place on May 5th from 9:00 to 1:00.  Hope to see you there. 
 
 
 

GOT WOOD? 

NO? 

WE’VE GOT PLENTY!  
 

Come pick up a load of wood.   
We have a lot of wood waiting to be turned into beautiful toys. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

John Wood 
 
We are pleased to have as our speaker in May, John Wood.   
John is a Professor in the Woodworking Manufacturing Technology department at 
Cerritos College.  He teaches basic and advanced cabinetmaking introducing the 
students to the methods, materials, tools and machinery used in the construction of 
traditional and European cabinetry. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE LUCKY WINNERS AND THANKS TO 
EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTS OUR FUND RAISERS.   
 

We made $100.00 for the club this time. 
  

 A couple of you mentioned you were a little 
confused about the bonus ticket.  Prices for 
tickets will be the same, as before with one 
small change, along with a $10 purchase you 
will receive an additional ticket that you put 
your name on and give back to me.  That 
yellow ticket will go into a container for a 
larger prize later in the year, to be announced.  
I am getting some interesting counter offers 
that may change the original plan for one gift 
to a few slightly smaller ones but still better 
than the usual raffle prize.  I will keep you 
posted.  As I get commitments I will make a 
list and post them for you. 
 

I’d like to thank our sponsors, Joe Lomax (Austin Hardwoods, Santa Ana), Jim Anderson (Anderson 
International Trading, Anaheim), Guy Willaker (Rockler, Orange), Ingko Oetomo (Woodcraft, Stanton), and 
member Al Whitcomb for donations of wood on many occasions.  All of you have been very kind and generous 
in giving prizes and we really appreciate it. I know as companies many of you experience the consumer trend 
and it is not always easy to give something.  I really appreciate your willingness and thank you for your 
generosity.  It is more difficult for the individual companies at times than the chain stores to give, so a special 
thanks to Ingko for giving when he can.  Joe and Guy have been especially kind and I really appreciate that.  
And to those of you who give to Ruthe’s pen projects, we thank you very much.  She really appreciates all that 
you do.  When I tell people about what Ruthe does and our toy program they are very impressed and are willing 
to donate seeing we have such a great group of people here.  Thank you very much 

 

LUCKY WINNERS of last month’s Drawing 

Marples hold down bench clamp (Austin) Lee Kaufholtz 

Adjustable Angle Assembly Clamp (Rockler) Harold Hardy 

Safety Kit (Rockler) Lee Kaufholtz 

Shellac Flakes (Woodcraft) ? 

Shellac Beads (Woodcraft) David Adams 

Shellac Beads (Woodcraft) Dan McCarville 

Down Draft Table (Austin) Earl Horstman 
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In order to encourage turners to stretch themselves and attempt new techniques, part of each 
meeting is devoted to "show and tell" and a monthly "challenge", most often based on the 
previous month's demonstration. Turners are encouraged to show what they've been working 
on. For those who participate in the challenge, items are judged and the winner receives a 
small prize.  
 

OC Turners Ironman Challenge 
 

What Is It? 
A program to get people to try different things. By rising to each challenge, you will take your woodturning to 
new levels. An Ironman is one who completes all challenges for 12 consecutive months. Those who participate 
will be listed on the website and given some special recognition during a Turners meeting. You do NOT have to 
be a master turner . . . the idea is to participate. 
 
 Also, understanding that there are a few things that could actually cause you to miss a meeting (family, health, 
job, tsunamis), we have established a few rules, as follows:  
 

Challenge Rules 
 

• Entries must not have been shown before. 

• If you miss a month's challenge, you can bring a "makeup" to either of the next two meetings that have a 
challenge. The makeup item will not be judged.  

• If you bring a make-up item, you must also bring the challenge item for the current month. 

• It is the responsibility of the participant to make sure their name is recorded each month! 

 

Why Bother? 
 

• You'll be a better turner 

• Your participation may encourage someone else to be involved 

• You get your name on the website 
 
 

2007 OC Turners Monthly Challenges (YTD) 

Meeting Date  Demonstrator/Subject  Challenge  Participants (Winner in Bold) 

Jan 18 
David Wade 
Lidded bowl, emphasis on tool use 

End grain turning 
Chuck Phillips 
Ross Gilroy 

Feb 15 
Ralph Alder  
Natural edge winged bowl 

Lidded bowl 
Bruce Lewellyn 
Ross Gilroy 

March 15 
Craig Chambers  
Use of his new hollowing out tool 

Natural edge winged bowl 
Chuck Phillips 
Roger Lang 
Ross Gilroy 

Apr 19 
James Santhon 
platter, including the setup 

Hollowed out bowl  Ralph Alder 
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